
To the elders he (Moses)  
had said, "Wait here for us, 
until we come to you again; 
for Aaron and Hur are with 
you; whoever has a dispute 

may go to them.” 
Exodus 24:14 

Who was left in-charge?  
Where are the parents?  How 

long will their parents be gone?  
Can they be reached in case of 

an emergency?  

Children caring for younger children. 

You can affect the outcome, 
Please pray for older brothers and sisters who 

care for their younger siblings. 
February 3, 2008 

 
 Home Alone!  Most of you have seen that classic 
Christmas movie.  You laughed at how eight-year-old Kevin 
McCallister (Macaulay Culkin) took care of himself and the 
bad guys.  It’s just an entertaining story because it occurs 
rarely here in the US.  But in the Congo, it is routine for 
“children to take care of children”. 
 Last week, the International Rescue Committee 
estimated that almost half of the unnecessary deaths in 
Congo were children five years old or less.  Why did these 
parents allow their children to die?  You know the root 
cause is “extreme poverty”.  There was no medical facility 
available. The parents could not afford to take their children 
to a medical facility.  The medical facility did not have 
medicines.  The parents may be sick or die from AIDS or 
another treatable disease.  Those are the common reasons 
that resulted in the unnecessary deaths of about 2 million 
Congolese children over the last 10 years. 
 Occasionally, an older siblings did not adequately 
take care of their younger brother or sister.  Last year, I was 
traveling back to the city from the village of Bulape.  The 
driver stopped the Landcruiser abruptly and started 
screaming out of the vehicle.  I look up to see a baby 
crawling in the middle of the rutted dirt road (path).  Minutes 
later, a older siblings came running out of the village to 
retrieve the baby.  One child’s death was avoided. 
 The other tragedy, when “children take care of 
children”, is that they can not attend school.  The poverty 
cycle continues.  Please pray for the children in Congo.  
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