
Over Forty Years and Counting! 
An Update on the Congo 

 
The election process in Congo claimed about 70 lives in past two weeks.  
However, it is calm now.  And process election started again and moves ago 
along at a slow pace. 
 
The Democratic Republic of the Congo was granted its independence from 
Belgium on June 30, 1960.   And now, over 40 years later, the people are finally 
getting a chance to participate in the governance of their country.  The first fully 
democratic election process has begun.  Not a single election or a US-style 
primary and general election but a PROCESS.  The process began last 
December (2005) when a new constitution was voted into law.  Most recently, the 
people voted in their first presidential election on July 29, 2006.  And they had 
plenty of choices, actually too many, because a total of 33 persons ran for the 
president position.  The results were announced on August 20 and were followed 
by violence and death in the streets of the capital city.  Surprisingly for some and 
not surprisingly for others, no one received more than 50 percent of the vote.  So 
the top two candidates, Joseph Kabila (current transitional President) and Jean-
Pierre Bemba (one of four current transitional Vice-Presidents), will continue the 
quest for the presidential position.  Progress has been made but the process 
continues.  A presidential runoff election along with the provincial governor 
elections are scheduled on October 29.  Finally, the process may end in January 
2007 with the presidential, parliamentary, and governors’ inaugurations. 
 
A new video was recently released about the Congo.  It is a United Nations 
produced documentary titled, Congo’s Curse.  “In 1998 war broke out in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). Within weeks six other countries had 
been drawn into the conflict and scores of militias had sprung up in a battle for 
resources and regional power. By May 2003 most foreign troops had been 
withdrawn but scores of armed groups remained. Countless millions of people 
have been displaced, denied an education or access to health care. As many as 
four million people have lost their lives.”   This film has the most powerful opening 
and introduction, the first three minutes, which I have ever seen in a 
documentary film.  And I would rate it as PG-13 viewing.  Please watch for our 
viewing at church soon.  Or to view the film and request a copy, please visit the 
United Nations’ website (Office of the Coordination of humanitarian Affairs, 
Integrated Regional Information Network, Central and Eastern Africa).  
http://www.irinnews.org/film/default.asp 

 
 
 
Other Links: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/spl/hi/guides/456900/456977/html/nn1page1.stm 
http://www.irinnews.org/DRCelection.asp 


